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Abstract

Peace, as a vital factor for global well-being, necessitates collective
cooperation. Women, representing half of the world's population, play a
significant role in the peace-building process. This study examines the role
of women in peace-building in South Sudan and the obstacles they face,
given that South Sudan, after years of conflict, confronts serious challenges
in achieving sustainable peace, and the barriers to women's participation in
this path are often overlooked. The question that this article intends to
investigate and answer is: What obstacles do women face in the South
Sudanese peace-building process? The hypothesis that addresses this
question, utilizing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon
liberal feminist and pacifist theories, is that cultural norms, a patriarchal
society, high illiteracy rates, ethnic diversity, and existing legal barriers in
the country are among the primary obstacles to women's effective role in
the peace-building process. In fact, despite various challenges, women in
South Sudan play a crucial role in establishing peace, but the existence of
these norms acts as a major impediment to their role in peace-building.

Introduction
The 20th-century global wars spurred the international community to seek
sustainable peace solutions. Today, international organizations at all levels
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work toward a safer, more peaceful world, as peace remains not only an
enduring human ideal but a fundamental necessity for societal prosperity.
In this pursuit, women, as half the global population, are pivotal in
advancing this collective good. Violent conflicts disproportionately affect
women, who often endure heightened violence and assault, intensifying
gender inequalities and discrimination. This underscores a critical reality:
women are essential actors in fostering peace, prioritizing economic
development, justice, and human rights. Yet ongoing global conflicts
devastate communities, reinforcing women'’s dual roles as peace advocates
and victims of war’s social, emotional, and infrastructural destruction.
Their inclusion in peace processes is thus vital to addressing these
challenges and achieving lasting stability. This study investigates the root
causes of violence against women in post-independence South Sudan
(2011), where governance and security challenges—including ethnic strife
and armed conflict—have deepened women’s vulnerabilities. Systemic
gender inequality, pervasive illiteracy, sexual violence, and limited
healthcare access severely impact women'’s health and family welfare. The
absence of legal protections for women and widespread impunity for
perpetrators further compounds these issues.

Methodology

This article employs a descriptive approach to assess the status of women
in South Sudan, followed by an explanatory analysis to identify root causes
of barriers limiting their participation in peacebuilding. Combining these
methodologies, the study investigates challenges impeding women’s
meaningful engagement in the country’s peace processes.

Results and Discussion

The study’s findings indicate that cultural norms, entrenched patriarchal
traditions, and their underlying beliefs perpetuate a cycle of violence and
gender inequality in South Sudan, significantly obstructing women’s
capacity to contribute to peacebuilding efforts.

Conclusion

This study investigated women’s role in peacebuilding, particularly in
South Sudan, where cultural norms, intergroup dynamics, and entrenched
values pose significant barriers to sustainable peace. Women in the region
face systemic obstacles—structural, behavioral, and institutional—that
restrict their meaningful engagement in peace processes, undermining
both their participation and the durability of peace outcomes. Addressing
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these challenges requires coordinated efforts among policymakers, civil
society, and international actors to foster inclusive decision-making
environments and dismantle barriers to women’s agency in peacebuilding.
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