[ Downloaded from aar.modares.ac.ir on 2025-01-31 ]

Q/'T_ww}//

& = : I" - B .
Iranian Association %3..3 J/_-,a/_".'{,’/apb

of Geopolitics African Studies Center
(1LAG) Ol

“;’Y'JL» uLH-M-O) 9 ).ub /30 o)Lo.& ng 0,99 ‘LA-MJT Ln:)ST Ja.g|3) G.M - ‘;DJ-C MLL.Laégé

United States foreign policy in Africa
Tahmores Gholami®

PhD in International Relations from Allameh Tabataba’i University and
researcher at the Institute for Technology Studies

Abstract

The United States of America has always tried to play a role in different
regions of the world due to the international position it gained after the
Second World War and especially after the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Although the importance of those regions in American grand strategies has
never been the same. The question that the upcoming article intends to
examine and answer is what is the form, nature and type of America's
interaction with the African continent and what principles and foundations
does it follow. The hypothesis that is examined in response to this question
using the analytical-historical method is that the United States is moving away
from value-based foreign policy and a broad definition of the war against
terrorism, towards foreign policy Based on security and strategic
requirements, it has moved to countries located or close to the western and
eastern coastal border of the African continent.

Introduction

Basically, the sphere of power of each country defines and determines the sphere and
field of action of each country's foreign policy. Countries that are regional in terms of
their power inevitably have a regional scope of foreign policy. In contrast, countries
that have the capacity of global power have a global scope of foreign policy. On this
basis, it should be said that the United States, due to its superior position in the
hierarchy of global power, has a global scope of foreign policy, and therefore it
implements and carries out its policies in all regions of the world. In fact, the
opportunities arising from the end of World War Il on the one hand and the
opportunities arising from the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 on the other hand
have provided the United States with the opportunity to define the global scope as its
interests and to try to have a political, military, and economic presence in all regions of
the world.
Of course, this does not mean that all regions of the world are equally important in US
foreign policy. Affected by time and space variables, the importance of different
regions of the world in US foreign policy changed. For example, during the Cold War,
Western Europe was much more important in US foreign policy than Africa. In
another example, East and South Asia have now become more important in US foreign
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policy due to the competition between China and the US.

Accordingly, the African continent has also always been a focus of American foreign
policy. Although the history of American engagement with Africa dates back to the
time of slavery, it was not until 1958 that the US State Department established a
separate regional office for Africa. In the mid-1970s, Africa attracted relatively more
attention (but not necessarily more resources) from US policymakers as US and Soviet
struggles for political influence across the global South intensified. In the 1990s, due to
the attention of American foreign policy to the spread of values such as democracy and
freedom, American attention to Africa increased. Now, based on this historical context,
the fundamental question that arises is what is American foreign policy towards Africa
in the current situation? What parameters and components influence it? In other words,
what is the distinctive characteristic of American foreign policy in Africa and its
reasons?

The hypothesis that is examined and tested in response to this question is that

American foreign policy, influenced by the need to reduce the country's costs in light
of the inevitable competition with China, has distanced itself from the policy of
promoting democratic values in Africa and has adopted a policy based on security-
strategic requirements in countries located on or near the coastline of the African
continent.
In this regard, in the first step, a theoretical framework is discussed that shows the
importance of strategic regions in geostrategic competitions between great powers. In
the second step, the history of US-African relations is briefly examined to reveal the
two elements of "continuity” and “change™ in US policies towards Africa. In the third
step, concrete and concrete examples of the security and strategic imperatives-based
view of US foreign policy in Africa and its reasons are examined. Finally, conclusions
and evaluation of the discussions are presented.

Methodology

This article uses a historical method to explain the process of change, evolution, and
the way the United States views the African continent with an analytical approach. In
fact, the author seeks to explain the whys and hows of American foreign policy in
Africa with a historical-analytical perspective.

Result and discussion

The findings of this study are indicative of the fact that only the mainly coastal
regions of Africa, which are adjacent to important regions and places, are a priority for
the United States, and not the entire African continent.

Conclusion

US foreign policy in Africa was based on a constant conflict and tension between an
interest-based or a value-based foreign policy. With the emergence of China as a great
power rival to the US, this time a different triad faced US foreign policy in Africa:
simultaneously promoting democracy, combating violent extremism, and engaging in
great power competition. The US resolved this triad by abandoning the policy of
promoting democracy; limiting the fight against terrorism to groups that sought to
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create direct or indirect threats to US interests; and focusing on East Asia and
containing China.

In this regard, strategic priorities elsewhere have diverted Washington’s attention
from Africa, and as a result, the United States has had minimal political and economic
engagement with Africa compared to a country like China. The United States only
established the United States Africa Command in 2007, and its focus is not on
influence and presence everywhere in Africa but rather on providing security at
strategic points on Africa’s east and west coasts. This strategy is such that the United
States welcomes increased Russian spending on stabilizing the internal layers in
central Africa.

The United States continues to enjoy a favorable reputation in many African
countries and cities, especially compared to global rivals such as Russia and China, but
Washington is aware that promoting democratic values in Africa or engaging in
Africa’s political and economic instability is not in its strategic interests. The strategic
interests of the United States are to compete successfully with China, one of the
requirements of which is to reduce US foreign spending.
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African Countries’ Votes on Russia's Suspension From the UN Human
Rights Council, April 2022

1(2%)
NOT A UN MEMBER

9 (16%)
VOTED AGAINST

24 (44%)
ABSTAINED

10 (18%)
VOTED IN FAVOR

11 (20%)

WERE NOT IN THE ROOM ‘]

SOURCE: Adapted from Development Reimagined, "How Have African Countries Voted on Russia and Ukraine at the
United Nations?", https://developmentreimagined.com/2022/04/08 /africanvotesonukraine/.
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