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Abstract

The political and social upheavals and mass protests in North African
countries, beginning in Tunisia and rapidly spreading to neighboring
nations, triggered significant political changes in Libya. Although these
civil protests led to the fall of Muammar Gaddafi's regime in 2011, the
subsequent period was marked by political chaos and armed conflict.
During this tumultuous time, the Muslim Brotherhood emerged as a
pivotal actor in Libyan politics and society. In the post-Gaddafi era, the
Brotherhood, hindered by the absence of a strong centralized national
authority and supported externally-particularly by Qatar and Turkey-
expanded its political influence through the establishment of the Justice
and Construction Party. The group openly supported the Government of
National Accord (GNA) during the second phase of conflict in 2014, with
military backing from Turkey. Conversely, the Libyan National Army
(LNA), led by Khalifa Haftar and backed by countries opposing the
Brotherhood, such as the UAE, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia, targeted the
group with political and military operations. The primary question
guiding this research is: What role did the Muslim Brotherhood play in
pursuing its objectives during the post-Gaddafi crisis in Libya? To
address this, we will examine the history of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Libya and analyze its actions during different phases of Libyan political
development.
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Introduction

Libya has faced numerous economic and social challenges in recent decades,
including high unemployment, widespread corruption, economic inequalities,
and political instability—all of which have intensified public discontent. Popular
uprisings and revolutions driven by oppressed populations typically originate
from a specific point and follow an upward trajectory, culminating in the
overthrow of governing regimes. Dictatorial regimes, through measures such as
repression, political suppression, social and cultural divisions, and suffocation,
often incite popular revolts in pursuit of justice and freedom (Mousavi, 1392:
22). The Libyan uprising against Muammar Gaddafi exemplifies this
phenomenon. Among the critical factors motivating the Libyan people to seek
justice and oppose tyranny is the influence of foreign groups with divergent
interests involved in the uprising, notably the Muslim Brotherhood. As an
ideological Islamic movement originating in Egypt in the 1920s, the Muslim
Brotherhood expanded its influence across many Islamic countries over the
decades. In Libya, the movement was severely suppressed under Gaddafi’s rule;
however, the fall of his regime in 2011 and the subsequent transitional period
provided new space for its activities. Driven by its religious ideology, the
promotion of Islamic principles, and aspirations for social and political reform—
often supported by foreign countries pursuing their own interests—the Muslim
Brotherhood played a significant role in the success of the popular uprising
against Gaddafi. Throughout the Libyan Civil War (2011-2024), they pursued
multiple objectives that centered on establishing ideological, political, and social
influence in a nation destabilized after Gaddafi's downfall. These objectives
included gaining political power, countering secular and militarist movements,
and strengthening regional influence—all of which will be elaborated upon
further. Turkey, as the main supporter of the Muslim Brotherhood in Libya, has
played a vital role in shaping the Libyan crisis. By backing the Tripoli-based
Government of National Accord (GNA), recognized by the United Nations,
Turkey became a significant actor in Libya’s political and military landscape. In
2019, Turkey signed military and maritime agreements with the GNA and
provided substantial support in repelling attacks by Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan
National Army (LNA), including deploying military equipment, drones, and
advisors. Turkey’s involvement is motivated by regional ambitions, including
strengthening its influence, securing economic and energy interests in the
Mediterranean, and countering rivals such as the United Arab Emirates, Egypt,
and Russia. This intervention not only shifted the balance of power in Libya but
also increased the complexity of the ongoing crisis. This article aims to answer
the questions: What were the goals and actions of the Muslim Brotherhood as a
religious-political organization during the post-Gaddafi civil conflict? And what
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impact did the group have on Libya’s domestic politics? To do so, we will first
review the group's history, ideological principles, and intellectual foundations.
Then, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, we will examine the role and
influence of the Muslim Brotherhood on Libya’s political and social
developments following Gaddafi’s fall. Here is a refined and cohesive version of
your research methodology, results, and conclusion sections:

Research Methodology

This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach. Initially, information
regarding the history, ideological foundations, and objectives of the Muslim
Brotherhood is collected through library and documentary sources. Following
this, the gathered data is analyzed to examine the group’s role and influence on
Libya's political and social developments after Gaddafi’s fall. The research
emphasizes analyzing the content and sequence of events and political actions
within the context of the Libyan civil war. This approach aims to elucidate the
cause-and-effect relationships between the presence of the Muslim
Brotherhood and changes within Libya’s political landscape.

Results and Discussion

In the aftermath of interventions by external powers and internal
vulnerabilities, Libya evolved into a battleground of competing forces. This
environment provided fertile ground for the rise of proxy groups and
organizations with Islamic ideologies, such as the Muslim Brotherhood, to
exert influence and pursue their agendas. The proliferation of such groups was
fueled by the country’s weakened state and the complex regional dynamics,
positioning the Brotherhood as a notable player in the ongoing conflict.

Conclusion

The role of the Muslim Brotherhood in Libya following the fall of Gaddafi
reflects the intricate political, social, and regional complexities of the
country. Despite its ideological roots and backing from countries like
Turkey and Qatar, the group has struggled to establish a stable and
comprehensive position within the national power structure. The primary
challenges have included the lack of a cohesive national consensus, the
difficulty in overcoming tribal and ideological divisions, and external
international pressures. Nevertheless, the Muslim Brotherhood remains a
significant part of Libya’s political landscape, with its future contingent
upon its capacity to adapt, rebuild public trust, and forge strategic
coalitions with other political forces.
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