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Introduction

Islamism in Tunisia, rooted in the Muslim Brotherhood's intellectual
tradition, underwent notable transformations following the 2011
revolution. After a brief period of governance from 2011 to 2014, moderate
I[slamists-primarily represented by the Ennahda Movement-gradually
shifted away from political Islam's revolutionary and ideological
foundations, embracing a more pragmatic approach. This study aims to
explain this transition from revolutionary political Islam to pragmatism. By
examining the perspectives of moderate Islamists in Tunisia, particularly
the political ideas of Rached Ghannouchi, we can better understand this
significant transformation. Unlike existing research, this study investigates
the intellectual evolution of moderate Islamists in Tunisia through the lens
of political thought, analyzes the epistemological crises they encountered
after assuming power, and explores their future prospects.

Methodology

This study's data was gathered through library research and analyzed using
Alasdair MacIntyre's epistemological framework. The research focused on the
political thought and intellectual foundations of Tunisian Islamists, with
particular emphasis on Rached Ghannouchi's political ideas. It compared their
intellectual positions before and after assuming power. By applying
Maclntyre's theory, this article examines the epistemological transformation
within the Ennahda Movement and its leadership. Furthermore, it explains the
shift in Tunisia's political Islam landscape and explores how moderate
Islamists transitioned to a more pragmatic approach.
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Results and Discussion

Before gaining political power, Tunisian moderate Islamists strongly
advocated for the universality of Islam while being highly critical of
secularism and the West. They sought to revive Tunisia's Islamic identity,
unite with the Islamic Ummah, reject Arab nationalism, and end Western
subservience. During this period, Ennahda's objectives included
eliminating dependence, ending oppression, securing political freedoms,
preventing the spread of Western culture, and restoring Islamic identity.
Their leaders believed these goals could only be achieved through
establishing an Islamic state.

However, the beliefs and values they championed before taking power
faced significant challenges due to various political, social, and security
crises. Their lack of governance experience, vague economic and social
programs, inefficiency, and difficulties in institutionalizing democracy and
creating political stability—particularly regarding their interactions with
extremist Salafis and radical secularists—contributed to their inability to
maintain power. Additionally, the unsuccessful experiences of Islamists in
Egypt and Libya further complicated their situation, ultimately leading
them to concede power to secular rivals. This prompted a period of
reflection and intellectual reconstruction.

Following their defeat in the 2014 elections, Ennahda gradually shifted
its intellectual positions. Key changes included separating religious calling
from governance, evolving into a national party, moving away from
transnational concerns, and distancing itself from the Muslim Brotherhood
tradition. In response to governance crises, the Islamists revised their
ideas, ultimately distinguishing between their religious mission and
political activities. They transformed from a transnational political
movement into a national party and accepted democratic and secular
governance, recognizing the impracticality of establishing their ideal
Islamic government (which they referred to as the Islamic council system).
Their efforts to repair and reconstruct discourse to present a new face of
Islamism led to secularism and political pragmatism.

Conclusions

The intellectual shift among Tunisian Islamists represents more than just a
political strategy; it signifies a deeper epistemological crisis. To address
complex societal challenges, they have attempted to reassess their
intellectual tradition. However, their reinterpretation of Islam has often
moved away from its core principles toward pragmatism and political
realism. This suggests that Islamists lack the necessary analytical and
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intellectual tools to effectively confront societal challenges. Consequently,
they have struggled to present an authentic interpretation of Islam capable
of addressing contemporary Tunisian society's issues. To establish a viable
model of Islamic governance and distinguish themselves from radical
Islam, they must develop the analytical and intellectual resources needed
to tackle emerging challenges. If successful, they may play a significant role
in shaping Tunisia's future.

Keywords: Ennahda Movement, Ghannouchi, Political Islam, Tunisia,
Political Thought
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1. Alasdair Maclntyre
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