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Stability and development among hostile neighbors;
Edrisid's foreign policy management
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Abstract

Edrisid, as the first Alawite state in the second half of the second century A.H, settled
down in North-West Africa; in a region surrounded by hostile states from all sides, the
Umayyads of Andalusia in the north, the Aghlabid's in the east; and the Banurostam
government in the northeast and Banumedarar government in the southwest. Being
located in such a geographical position must lead to the inevitable entry into long and
erosive wars and endless tensions. However, by studying the history of Edrisid's not
only don’t we see any continuous wars but we come across a stable government which
carries out the most brilliant period of civilization in the Islamic Maghreb region in
the first centuries (A.H.). The current research intends to look into Edrisid's foreign
policy management and explaining the strategies of this government in curbing
hostilities and turning crises into opportunities in the field of diplomacy. Data analysis
in the historical reports related to this government reveals that the Edrisid's were able
to succeed in foreign policy by adopting policies such as: religious tolerance, extensive
business relations with neighbors, establishment of a balance of power and exploiting
tribal differences in the territory of neighbors. Through these measures, they were able
to avoid erosive conflicts and continuous wars with neighbors and thus provide the
basis for stability and development in their territory.

Kayword: Edrisid's, political-commercial relations, Khawarij, Andalusian Umayyads,
Aghlabid's
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