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1. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).

3. The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
4. Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO).

5. Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).
6. The Andean Community.

7.Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD).
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1. Custom Union.

2. Free Trade Area.

3. Most Favored Nation Principle.
4 . New Functionalism.

5. Spill Over.
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1. Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON).
2. Charter- based Organizations.
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1. Functional Theories.
2 .State Centric.
3 .Reflectionism.
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1. Ernest Hass.

2. Josef Nye.

3. James Dougherty & Robert Pfaltzgraff.

4. Constructivism.

5. Jacob Viner (The Custom Union Issue, 1950).
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Six Decades of Iran’s Economic Regionalism in
RCD and ECO: Achievements and Failures
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The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) is the result of the political will of
its three founding countries for economic convergence, which had previously
symbolized in its predecessor, the Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD).
The desire of Iran and two other neighbouring countries to fill the void of past
regional cooperation led to the revival of RCD in ECO in 1984. The collapse of the
Soviet Union and the independence of the Muslim Republics gave this opportunity to
the three founding countries to expand the organization. During 1992-96, ECO
realized the main areas and priorities of cooperation and established several regional
institutions. Since 2006, ECO has entered the implementation phase of its
agreements and strategies. This research seeks to analyse the activities of ECO to
achieve the set objectives and evaluate the degree of their realization since the
expansion of the organization. The main question of the essay is whether ECO has
been able to realize the goals of regional integration? What has been the role and
influence of Iran in the successes and failures of ECO? And can we still hope for the
success of this organization? The research hypothesis is that ECO has not achieved
much success in the implementation of a large number of agreements and regional
plans, and its activities have not had a tangible impact on regional development and
prosperity. In the meantime, Iran has played a large role in the failure of ECO. The
research method is descriptive-analytical, and the data has been collected and
analysed by referring to ECO documents, library sources and field experiences.

Keywords: Multilateralism, Regional Organizations, Regional Cooperation for
Development, ECO, Iran's Economic Diplomacy.
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